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Elder abuse
program set
for Latinos

BY AMY YENSI

SPEAKING OUT against
abuse is difficult if you're
afraid and can’t find any-
one to listen — especially
in your own language.

A group of concerned or-
ganizations and the bor-
ough president will reach
out this week to deal with
the underreported scourge
of elder abuse in the Latino
community.

They will conduct a fo-
rum on the issue — in
Spanish — Thursday at the
Lincoln Medical & Mental
Health Center auditorium.

The event, “Contra Vien-
to y Marea” (“Against Wind
and Tide”), is aimed at
teaching seniors how to
recognize abuse and seek
help.

Organizations that serve
the elderly in Latino com-
munities in the Bronx said
there’s a driving need to
reach out to a population
that is underserved and un-
informed, often because of
language issues.

But the language barrier
may not be the only thing
preventing some elderly
Latinos from speaking out,
said Adrian Rosell, a board
member at the Latino Cen-
ter on Aging. Fear, shame
and cultural dynamics also
can be factors — especially
when the abuser is a loved
one, like a spouse, child or

grandchild.
“Latinos, we have a very
strong protection about

what happens in the fami-
ly. What happens in the
family stays in the family,”
said Evelyn Laureano, exec-
utive director of Neighbor-

hood SHOPP (Self-Help by
Older Persons Project).

Going outside of “la fa-
milia” is “one of the taboo
things for us,” agreed Mar-
io Tapia, president and ex-
ecutive director of the Lati-
no Center on Aging.

Just because elder abuse
is not spoken of openly in
the Latino community does
not mean it isn’t happen-
ing, Tapia said.

He believes senior cen-
ters can play a key role in
informing the elderly of the
signs of abuse, as well as
how to seek help. But the
lack of Latino-sensitive cul-
tural awareness at some
senior centers may make
abuela (grandma) want to
stay home, he said.

The forum, from 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m., is slated to
feature Borough President
Ruben Diaz Jr., as well as
minicounseling sessions for
the up to 200 Spanish-
speaking seniors expected.

There also will be a
short play, “El Cheque”
(“The Check”), performed

by actors from the Mott
Haven-based Pregones The-
ater. The performers will
bring seniors in the audi-
ence onto the stage to
teach them about various
forms of abuse, including
the financial trickery hinted
at in the play’s title.

“We have a lot of Latinos
who will come and benefit
because it's being ex-
pressed in their native lan-
guage, in a sense that they
can connect with,” Rosell
said. “All of us are working
to make a statement to re-
ally reach our community.
That’s what empowers us.”
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B COMMUNITY BOARD 4 (Highbridge, Mount Eden
and Concourse) meets at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 27,
at Bronx Lebanon Hospital Center — Murray Cohen
Auditorium (access through hospital lobby), 1650
Grand Concourse. Call (718) 299-0800.

B COMMUNITY BOARD 7 (Norwood, Bedford Park,
University Heights and Fordham) meets at 6:30
p.m. today at Tracey Towers community room, 40
W. Mosholu Parkway South. Call (718) 933-5650.

B COMMUNITY BOARD 9 (Parkchester, Soundview
and Castle Hill) meets at 7 p.m. Thursday at the
Kips Bay Boys and Girls Club, 1930 Randall Ave.
Call (718) 823-3034.

H COMMUNITY BOARD 12 (Wakefield, Woodlawn,
Williamsbridge, Eastchester and Baychester)
meets at 7:30 p.m. Thursday at CB 12 offices, 4101
White Plains Road. Call (718) 881-4455.
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(718) 345-4360

CHECK US OUT AT AWNINGSFENCESANDDOORS.COM
Awning Fence & Doors Co. Inc
General Home Improvements E@ 17 SOMERS ST.
NYCOCALICH 1200651 Gl BROOKLYN N.Y.
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PROTECTS FROM BURNS & LEAD POISONING

" * Safe & Beautiful

Designed to Reduce Home Fuel Costs

| Also Baseboard and Recessed Styles
Available to be s,hipped anywhere

Dangerous & Ugly

I Call For Brochure
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KITCHEN CABINETS

REFACE or REPLACE!
FAST ...EASY...AFFORDABLE!

Formica or Solid Wood
Corian, Granite & Quartz Countertops

*30010" OFF

Whichever Is Greater

PLUS NEW SINK & FAUCET

WITH ANY NEW OR COMPLETE
REFACED KITCHEN

| ALL Major Credit Cards Accepted
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FOR FREE ESTIMATE

CALL TOLL FREE
“Every Job, A Work Of Art”

s % 88 8041775

HIC #0988837 WC- 13354 H02 RC # H-10561 NC# H03039l]l]l]l]l] SC#46215-H NJ #13VH00891500 # Y-5042
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Total Home Improvement Co.

718-378-5822

@ 100% Financing ¢ No Downpayment
@ FREE Estlmates 0 Lic. #1345713

Baths Windows
Awnings Kitchens
Basements Decks

Window Guards Fences Security Doors

546-48 Bryant Ave, Bronx, NY (718) 378-5822
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