Nueva York, Abnl de 2003

NydiaVelazquez, a
Determined Leader

C ongresswoman for New York's
twelfth distnel. Nydia Velazquez
(D-NY) announced $400,000 in feder-
al funding for the Lower Easl Side
Girls Club of New York, $750,000 for a
fransportation project in Chinatown,
and $500,000 for Betances Health
Center for a (olal award of
$1.650,000.

A resull of Velazquez's unwavering
perseverance, the $400,000 in fund-
ing for the Lower East Side Girls Club
will be used lor edification in a building
that will house a 59,000 square fool
facilily, as well as commeraial, retall,
and communily space, on Avenue D
belween Tih and Blth slreets in
Manhattan. The new facility will con-
lain a gymnasium.a lhealer, class
rooms, arl studios, a darkroom, a
compuler technology and educational
support center, guidance and holistic
health care fadilities and more.

“The Lower Easl Side Girls Club
serves as a place for women of many
different backgrounds to come logeth-
er and build strong networks and rela-
tionships,*  said Congresswoman
Velazquez "By providing this type of
support within the community, the girls
club encourages the well-being of
women on lhe Lower East Side. |ts
commitmenl to helping local residents
requires dedicalion and compassion,
and for this, the Lower Easl Side Girls
Club should be recognized for the
greal work they do each and every
day "

The Lower East Side Girls Club
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serves more than 300 girls, ages 8 to
18, by prowiding them with a place to
have fun, grow, learn, and develop
confidence in themselves. The Girls
Club offers arts, athlebe, cultural, life-
skills and career-onented program-
ming, which prowides girls with the
vision to plan and the lools to build a
bright fulure

Another federal award of $750,000
secured by Congresswoman
Velazquez will be used lo evaluale
ransportalion access and properly
renovalion in order lo alleviate parking
condiions in Chinatown.

Due to its proximity to Ground Zero,
this area has suffered from properly
damage, which has significantly
affected parking awvalilability. Many
streets have been lemporarly or per-
manenlly dosed lo lhe public. The
new study will help determine how to
maximize the space available o besl
accommodalte the number of visitors
and  employees coming  into
Chinatown

“This study will hopefully result in bet
ter access lo the Lower East Side
while more parking will ensure this
vital economic and cullural section of
our communily continues to thrive”
Congresswoman Velazquez said
“The advancemenl of transportation
plans will impact the lives of many
New Yorkers and will enhance eco-
nomic development in Chinatown "

In addition, Congresswoman
Veldzquez successfully secured
$500,000 for Betances Health Center

in another spending bill
These federal funds
will be used lo

offset  lhe
facility's
rewv -
enue %y
shortfall
after  the
altacks of
Seplember
11, which had

a devastaling
eflect on Is

financial sia-
bility

Due o its close
proximity ]

Ground Zero, the
Betances Heallh
Center did nol have

access lo many of its patients, and
was withoul phone, fax and e-mail
for two months. It also suffered from
opportunity costs resulling from the
necessary invesimenl in a new pro-
fessional staff and the construction of
expanded physical and occupational
therapy fadlilies thal could not be
opened due lo the chaos resulling
from September 11 These crcum-
stances combined resulled in a net
operating defial exceeding $950,000
"Betances Heallh Cenler provides
exiremely crilical services Lo the resi-
denls of Lower East Side and lhis
funding will help o stabilize its finan-
cial situation" said Congresswoman
Veldazquez "Withoul Betances, thou-

sands of local residents would hav
no place o lun for quality, affordable
health services | want to make sure
this cenler is able o thnve”
Betances Medical Center has provid-
ed heallh care services lo the resi-
dents of the Lower Eastside for over
30 years  65% of Betances' patients
are Medicaid Managed Care recipi-
ents, almost 20% are Medicare recip-
fents, and 10% are uninsured  The
Center services over 4500 patients
annually through a wide range of pri-
mary and specially programs. =

Una Luchadora Incansable

a congresisla Nydia Velazquez

(D-NY), luchadora incansable del
duodécimo  Dislrito de Nueva York
anuncid la asignacion de $400 mil dé-
lares en londos federales al Club de
Nifas del Bajo Manhattan, 3750 mil
para un proyecto de ransporte del ba-
rmo chino y $500 mil para el Cenlro de
Salud Belances, los que sumados to-
talizan un milln seiscienlos ancuenta
mil ddlares
LLos $400 mil asignados al Club de Ni-
fas del Bajo Manhattan seran uliliza-
dos en la construccion de un edificio
que constara de una facihdad de 59
pies cuadrados, espacio comercial v
comunitano. Estara ubicado en la Ave-
nida D, entre las calles fma y Bava de
Manhattan. La nueva construceion
lendra un gimnasio, leatro, salones de
clase, esludio de arle, cuarto oscuro,
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un centro de apoyo educacional y de
lecnologia de compulacidn, recintos
para gula y cuido de salud holistico,
entre olros

“El Club de Ninas del Bajo Manhattan
sirve como lugar donde mujeres de
diversas procedencias se reunen y
construyen redes, y relaciones”, ex-
presd la congresista Veldzquez, agre-
gando: "Al enfregar este lipo de apo-
yo comunitario, el Club de Nifas
alienta el bieneslar de las mujeres del
Bajo Manhatlan Este compromiso en
ayudar a los residentes locales re-
quiere dedicacion y compasion, y son
eslas las razones por las que el Club
de Ninas del Bajo Manhattan debe
ser reconocido por un trabajo realiza-
do dia lras dia"

El Cluby de Ninas del Bajo Manahattan
sirve dianiamente a mas de 300 jove-

nes entre los & y los 18 afos, aportéan-
doles un lugar para crecer, aprender,
diverlirse, y para desarrollar confian
za en sl mismas, El Club de Nifias
ofrece programas de arte, cullurales,
alléticos, de desarrollo de lalentos y
de onentacion profesional, los cuales
les proveen la wvision para planear y
las herramientas para construir un fu-
turo brillante

Otros fondos federales asegurados
por la congresista Velazquez por un
monto de 750 mil ddlares, seran ulil-
zados para evaluar el acceso al lrans-
porte y renovacidn de propiedad con
el objeto de aliviar la falta de estacio-
namiento en el bamo chino.

Detndo a su cercania a la Zona Cero,
esla Area ha sufrido danos a la pro-
piedad | lo que ha afectado grande-
mente la dispombilidad de estaciona-
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miento. Varias calles han sido lempo-
ral o permanentemente cerradas para
dar cabida al creciente nimero de -
ristas y empleados del barmo chino
Sumado a lo antenor. la congresista
Velazquez ha asegurado 500 mil do-
lares para el Cenfro de Salud Betan-
ces, los que seran usados para ba-
lancear las grandes pérdidas econd-
micas sufnidas después de los ata-
ques del 11 de sepliembre. El Cenfro
Betances ha entregado sericios de
salud a los habitanles del Bajo Man-
hattan por mas de lreinta anos

La congresista ha dicho que "Sin Be-
lances, miles de residenles locales
no tendrian donde enconfrar servicios
de salud de calidad y a bajo costo
Quiero asegurarme (ue el Cenftro
pueda salir adelante” =
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